Are there any universal entities? Or is the world populated only by particular things? The problem of universals is one of the most fascinating and enduring topics in the history of metaphysics, with roots in ancient and medieval philosophy. This collection of new essays provides an innovative overview of the contemporary debate on universals. Rather than focusing exclusively on the traditional opposition between realism and nominalism, the contributors explore the complexity of the debate and illustrate a broad range of positions within both the realist and the nominalist camps. Realism is viewed through the lens of the distinction between constituent and relational ontologies, while nominalism is reconstructed in light of the controversy over the notion of trope. The result is a fresh picture of contemporary metaphysics, in which traditional strategies of dealing with the problem of universals are both reaffirmed and called into question.
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The chapters collected in this volume had their origin in a conference on the problem of universals in contemporary analytic philosophy held at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa, Italy in July 2010. We wish first of all to thank the Scuola Normale Superiore for the financial support and for providing an ideal setting for philosophical discussion. Massimo Mugnai generously offered to co-organize the event and apply for funds. This is the place to express our sincere gratitude to him. Alex Oliver, Gonzalo Rodriguez-Pereyra, and Dean Zimmerman also presented papers at the conference and greatly contributed to discussion. We are very grateful to them for their suggestions, criticisms, and comments, which helped all the contributors to shape their views and improve the final versions of their papers. Thanks go also to Giulia Felappi, Michele Ginammi, Giorgio Lando, Laura Mari, Valentina Morotti, and Giacomo Turbanti, who helped with the organization of the conference and took an active part in the philosophical discussion. Most of all, they created a lively and intellectually stimulating environment, which added value to our proceedings. The conference attracted a number of visitors from Italy and beyond. We wish to thank all the participants for enriching the event with their active presence.
We are very grateful to Hilary Gaskin for taking an interest in this book and considering it for publication. Thanks go also to two anonymous referees for Cambridge University Press, who made a number of insightful comments on the chapters and greatly improved the quality of the volume.
While this volume was close to completion, we lost two dear friends and colleagues who greatly contributed to our project: E. J. Lowe and Francesco Del Punta. Besides being one of the contributors, Jonathan Lowe was also supposed to be co-editor of the volume. He conceived with us the initial idea of the project and constantly advised us on a number of philosophical and editorial matters. Most of all, however, he was a splendid person, a dear friend and a good example of how to do good metaphysics.
x www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-10089-3 -The Problem of Universals in Contemporary Philosophy Edited by Gabriele Galluzzo and Michael J. Loux Frontmatter More information
